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See Carter and. the Tooth Fairies--- ‘ae | 


teh ia ihe awe 


His Foreign on-Policy Claims Are Full of Make- Believe, Empty ee His Fr ures 7 


Fats 


‘the West is gone. A fire, sabotage or produc-| 
tion strike, or even a severely cold winter, | 
coutd lead to chaos. 

_ ‘In the past decade, parallel U.S.-Iranian 
Strategic interests took concrete form in the 
shah‘s commitment to protect the Persian Gulf. 
and Red Sea routes that carry over halt the oil 

-used by Western nations, ©. - ae 

-. Moreover, the shah’s generous supply of oil 
for Israel and his protection of the small and 

: highly vulnerable oil-producing mini-states| 
along the gulf svere further reflections of the} 
mutual interests of the two powers. -_- | 
-. | A final element in the tragedy of Iran is the} 
-, Mterruption and probable Joss of vital intel-| 
5: ligence facilitiesfacilities made even more 
+ -eritical after their loss in Turkey. These moni- 
R en poe ee Lt information on carr 
evelopments in Afghanistan and the! .. 
~ Soviet Unionand without them some State.” * Stef. Halper. is-a consultant ta. the Center fo 
_: Department and CLA analysts believe that any Strategic and International Studies in Woshing 
~| *: strategic arms limitation treaty would became ton,.D.C-; Roger W. Fontaine is 2 member-c 
3 = virtually unverifiable. :- “iim | wmnitnnrges aes the senior research’ stoff of the tall y 
pad eae Lacking:-any cohesive principle-- "around Strategic ¢ and. International St Studies. « 
< which a strong foreign policy might be orga- _ 
‘Mideast. : ied, Pe vere Tar is eb a Boone | 
ee | “inability..to-define e nature-and-extent o 
. For more thar cy ates ia rAmerica’s-foreign geopolitical interests. For + 
States invested enormous military, diplomatic, | -"-ome’ countries, like the People’s Republic of ' 1 
economic and intelligence assets in protecting *China, the watchword is “simple reality”"—the | 
the so-called Northern m the Da dans to Carter version of realpolitik. For othe? like | 
‘countries stretching from t} e gross esi) Argentina arid (sometimes) Iran, is “mans 
“the gates of India. 2 rights’’—and never the twain shall meet. 
“To protect that region. American Presidents < Yean's demise illuminates she Cates Alun: 
took decisive action. In 1946, Harry Truman) - istration’s policy paralysis. All at-once, 18 
4orced the Soviets out of a virtual occupation) mths of human-rights- chatter stopped. 
of Iran's northwestern province of Azerbaijan.) 7)" nonter afraid to offend his ‘liberal 
and he did so as part of a coherent strategic | domestic coalition, said nothing—followed by 
policy, that ae cae be. known ae Saleen his disastrous Dec. 7 prediction that the shan 7 , 
ment” : < 
“That policy viewed the Soviet “Union realis: ee er lees oan x cig we ee 
tically as an adversary — . Krai “matic dispateh of a carrier task farce, followed 
Meology antagonistic ta the West an . sby a command ‘to halt the task’force so that it 


‘power to probe the vulnerable nations on its “was left cuting figure 8s in the Indian Ocean. 


tates to assist ‘Western nations willing fo 
coe Soviet aggression or internal subversion “haman- rights litmus test there has been very 
‘with aegis msare ae if Lapaanat little in the way of hard-nesed calculations of 
muir aid. «. ere strategy. When there has been, there has not 
been the courage to act decisively.- ies ate 
4. The: shah’s departure ushers in an era of 
uncertainty.“ It diminishes the- moderate 


“nore difficult for Egypt and Israel to realize 

“their long-sought peace. But, perhaps mos: 

‘damaging, it illustrates to the world a drastic 

Hack of American resolve,.an inability on the Po oy 
Vpart.of the United States to sense and act or: i 7 
4ta-strategic interests,:and it furtser devalue: | 
“the currency of an American cammitment to < 

‘friend andallyou tree ess tak asics | 


22") BY STEF HALPER ©! 
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Cats failure to Oe de a Mideast settie> 
goood to. initial a. SALT ID. treaty’and ‘to 
vmoderate the recent price increases of. the 


“faebulent region, Pets es 
- Nothing better ‘reveals the contindng in ine 
“coherence of Carter’s thinking than the Ade} 
-ministration’s tragis.and: now -disastrous poli 
erp ctrl ropa oreacrten A, 
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came from Iran. ¢ . 
Today, with oil esther curtailed ever 
if Saudi Arabia and otheA 
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states make up the loss—the safety margin for] : : =, 


